SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022
5th Sunday after Pentecost
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumeni-
cal Councils

In the Ninth Article of the Nicea-Constantinople Symbol of Faith
proclaimed by the holy Fathers of the First and Second Ecumenical
Councils, we confess our faith in “One, Holy, Catholic, and Apos-
tolic Church.” By virtue of the catholic nature of the Church, an
Ecumenical Council is the Church’s supreme authority, and pos-
sesses the competence to resolve major questions of church life.
An Ecumenical Council is comprised of archpastors and pastors of
the Church, and representatives of all the local Churches, from
every land of the “oikumene” (i.e. from all the whole inhabited
world).

The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy Ecumenical
Councils:

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea II) is not
commemorated today testifies to the antiquity of today’s celebra-
tion. The Seventh Council, commemorated on the Sunday nearest
to October 11, was convened at Nicea in the year 787 against the
Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor Constantine and his mother
Irene.

The Church venerates the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Councils
because Christ has established them as “lights upon the earth,”
guiding us to the true Faith. “Adorned with the robe of truth,” the
doctrine of the Fathers, based upon the preaching of the Apostles,
has established one faith for the Church. The Ecumenical Councils,
are the highest authority in the Church. Such Councils, guided by
the grace of the Holy Spirit, and accepted by the Church, are infal-
lible.

The Orthodox Church’s conciliar definitions of dogma have the
highest authority, and such definitions always begin with the Apos-
tolic formula: “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us...” (Acts
15: 28).

The Ecumenical Councils were always convened for a specific rea-
son: to combat false opinions and heresies, and to clarify the Or-
thodox Church’s teaching. But the Holy Spirit has thus seen fit,
that the dogmas, the truths of faith, immutable in their content and
scope, constantly and consequently are revealed by the conciliar
mind of the Church, and are given precision by the holy Fathers
within theological concepts and terms in exactly such measure as is
needed by the Church itself for its economy of salvation. The
Church, in expounding its dogmas, is dealing with the concerns of
a given historical moment, “not revealing everything in haste and
thoughtlessly, nor indeed, ultimately hiding something” (Saint
Gregory the Theologian).

A brief summary of the dogmatic theology of the First Six Ecu-
menical Councils is formulated and contained in the First Canon of
the Council of Trullo (also known as Quinisext), held in the year
692. The 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council are
spoken of in this Canon I of Trullo as having: “with unanimity of
faith revealed and declared to us the consubstantiality of the three
Persons of the Divine nature and, ... instructing the faithful to adore
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with one worship, they cast down
and dispelled the false teaching about different degrees of Divin-
ity.”

The 150 Holy Fathers of the Second Ecumenical Council left their
mark on the theology of the Church concerning the Holy Spirit,
“repudiating the teaching of Macedonius, as one who wished to di-
vide the inseparable Unity, so that there might be no perfect mys-
tery of our hope.”

The 200 God-bearing Fathers of the Third Ecumenical Council ex-
pounded the teaching that “Christ, the Incarnate Son of God is
One.” They also confessed that “she who bore Him without seed
was the spotless Ever-Virgin, glorifying her as truly the Mother of
God.

The 630 Holy Fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council decreed
that “the One Christ, the Son of God... must be glorified in two na-
tures.”



The 165 God-bearing Holy Fathers of the Fifth Ecumenical Coun-
cil “in synod anathematized and repudiated Theodore of
Mopsuestia (the teacher of Nestorius), and Origen, and Didymus,
and Evagrius, renovators of the Hellenic teaching about the trans-
migration of souls and the transmutation of bodies and the impie-
ties they raised against the resurrection of the dead.”

The 170 Holy Fathers of the Sixth Ecumenical Council “taught that
we ought to confess two natural volitions, or two wills [trans. note:
one divine, and the other human], and two natural operations (ener-
gies) in Him Who was incarnate for our salvation, Jesus Christ, our
true God.”

In decisive moments of Church history, the holy Ecumenical Coun-
cils promulgated their dogmatic definitions, as trustworthy delimi-
tations in the spiritual battle for the purity of Orthodoxy, which
will last until such time, as “all shall come into the unity of faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Eph. 4: 13). In the strug-
gle with new heresies, the Church does not abandon its former dog-
matic concepts nor replace them with some sort of new formula-
tions. The dogmatic formulae of the Holy Ecumenical Councils
need never be superseded, they remain always contemporary to the
living Tradition of the Church.

New historical conditions can lead to the change of some particular
external aspect of the life of the Church. This makes creative ca-
nonical activity necessary in the conciliar reasoning of the Church,
in order to reconcile the external norms of churchly life with histor-
ical circumstances. The details of canonical regulation are not fully
developed for the various eras of churchly organization all at once.
With every push to either forsake the literal meaning of a canon, or
to fulfill and develop it, the Church again and again turns for rea-
soning and guidance to the eternal legacy of the Holy Ecumenical
Councils, to the inexhaustable treasury of dogmatic and canonical
truths.

GREAT VESPERS

LORD I CALL: Four stichera of the Resurrection in tone 4 (spi-
ral bound Vespers book), then ...

Fathers, tone 6:
You were begotten from the Father before the Morning Star,
but Arius taught wrongfully that You were created:
in his ignorance he designated You as a creature,
yet the Fathers of the Council proclaimed You as Son of God,//
co-enthroned with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

O honored Fathers,

you skillfully stitched together the garment of Christ,

which had been divided and torn apart by barking dogs.

You found it unbearable to see His nakedness,

as of old Shem and Japheth could not bear to see the nakedness of

their father.
You put to shame the wretchedness of Arius and those who agreed
with him,//

and who professed the madness that bears his name.

The Macedonians and Nestorians, the Eutychians and Didscorenes,
the Appolinarians, Sabéllians, and Séverans,

who were revealed as oppressive wolves in sheep’s skins,

you, as true shepherds, drove far away from the Savior’s flock,
having stripped the thrice-wretched ones of their sheep’s skins.//
Therefore, we call you blessed, O holy Fathers.

Glory ... Fathers, tone 6:
Today let us praise the mystical trumpets of the Spirit,
the God-bearing Fathers,
who stand in the midst of the Church, singing true theology,
praising the changeless Trinity!
They laid low the errors of Arius
and upheld the Orthodox Faith.//




They always entreat the Lord to have mercy on our souls.

now and ever ... the theotokion-dogmatikon of the Resur-
rection in tone 4 (spiral bound Vespers book)

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

Genesis 14:14-20. Now when Abram heard that his brother was
taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained
servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as
far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, and he and
his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah,
which is north of Damascus. So he brought back all the goods, and
also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the
women and the people. And the king of Sodom went out to meet
him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his
return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were
with him. Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and
said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your
enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all.

Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15-17. See, I have set the land before you;
go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to your fathers —
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — to give to them and their descend-
ants after them.” And I spoke to you at that time, saying: ‘I alone
am not able to bear you. The Lord your God has multiplied you,
and here you are today, as the stars of heaven in multitude. May the
Lord God of your fathers make you a thousand times more numer-
ous than you are, and bless you as He has promised you! So I took
the heads of your tribes, wise and knowledgeable men, and made
them heads over you, leaders of thousands, leaders of hundreds,
leaders of fifties, leaders of tens, and officers for your tribes. Then
I commanded your judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases be-
tween your brethren, and judge righteously between a man and his

brother or the stranger who is with him. You shall not show partial-
ity in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you
shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for the judgment is
God’s. The case that is too hard for you, bring to me, and I will
hear it.”

Deuteronomy 10:14-21. Indeed heaven and the highest heavens
belong to the Lord your God, also the earth with all that is in it.
The Lord delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He
chose their descendants after them, you above all peoples, as it is
this day. Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be
stiff-necked no longer. For the Lord your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no
partiality nor takes a bribe. He administers justice for the fatherless
and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and cloth-
ing. Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land
of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; you shall serve Him,
and to Him you shall hold fast, and take oaths in His name. He is
your praise, and He is your God, who has done for you these great
and awesome things which your eyes have seen.

APOSTICHA: All stichera of the Resurrection in tone 4 (spiral
bound Vespers book)

Glory ... Fathers, tone 4:

Come, all Orthodox Churches,

let us celebrate today in faith and true worship

the yearly commemoration of the divinely-arrayed Fathers

who gathered at Nicea from throughout the world!

There they refuted the godless teaching of Arius,

banishing him from the catholic Church by a decree of the council.

They taught all to confess openly the Son of God,

consubstantial and co-eternal with the Father,

proclaiming this with precision and true worship in the Symbol of
Faith.

Therefore, as we faithfully follow their divine doctrines,

let us worship the Father, the Son, and the most Holy Spirit,//



the consubstantial Trinity in one Godhead!

now and ever ... the theotokion-dogmatikon of the Resur-
rection in tone 4 (spiral bound Vespers book)

TROPARIA

Resurrection, tone 4:

When the women disciples of the Lord

learned from the angel the joyous message of Your Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the apostles:
“Death is overthrown!

Christ God is risen,//

granting the world great mercy!”

Fathers, tone 8:

You are most glorious, O Christ our God!

You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.
Through them You have guided us to the true Faith.//

O greatly compassionate One, glory to You!

Resurrectional dismissal theotokion, tone 8:

For our sake You were born of the Virgin

and endured crucifixion, O Good One, destroying death by death.

Revealing the Resurrection as God, do not despise the work of
Your hand!

Reveal Your love for man, O Merciful One, and accept the Theoto-
kos praying for us,//

and save the despairing people, O our Savior!
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