
 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS ORTHODOX CHURCH + THE DIOCESE OF THE WEST + THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA 

THE IMAGE... 

27TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  - TONE 2 
(12TH OF LUKE) 

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS 
 

+ 

Welcome! 

...to all who have gathered to follow  
Jesus Christ and manifest the Kingdom of 

God in the Liturgy of His Church.  

If this is your first time with us, give us a 
chance to get to know you.  

Please join us for our fellowship meal 
following the service 

 

+ 

 

A Word... 
Remember, O my soul, the terrible and 

frightful wonder: that your Creator for your 
sake became Man, and deigned to suffer 
for the sake of your salvation. His angels 
tremble, the Cherubim are terrified, the 

Seraphim are in fear, and all the heavenly 
powers ceaselessly give praise; and you, 
unfortunate soul, remain in laziness. At 

least from this time forth arise and do not 
put off, my beloved soul, holy repentance, 
contrition of heart and penance for your 

sins.”             —St. Paisius Velichkovsky    

+ 
 
 

Include Something in the Bulletin or  
Receive our Weekly Parish E-mails 
E-mail info@stjohnofdamascus.org  

with your request. 

December 14, 2025 

www.stjohnofdamascus.org 
Publication of St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church, Poway, CA  

(Jn 12:45 & 14:9; Heb 1:3; Col 1:15) 

The Forefathers 



 

Parish Life 

Monthly Collections  
 

St John’s is committed to support our OCA 
seminaries who train our future priests & leaders 
as well as the needs of so many who lack basic 
things like food, shelter, etc. : 

 2nd Sunday of each Month—Seminarians 

 3rd Sunday of each Month—Charities (local 
needs, IOCC, Project Mexico, etc.) 

The basket will be placed out for the veneration of 
the cross at the end of Liturgy.  

Please plan on contributing as you can. 

Keep Informed:  
Receive Weekly E-mails  

About Parish Life 
 

We are an active community with a lot going on. 
These days it is especially helpful to keep up to 
date on things taking place in our parish. 

We have an email group 
“News@stjohnofdamascus.org 

It is all those who are interested in the activities of 
St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church. Members 
receive periodic notifications of special events, 
parish meetings and weekly newsletters. 

To be included E-mail  
info@stjohnofdamascus.org 

Food Collection 
 

Our parish collects food for the San Diego Food 
Bank as well as for St Innocent’s Orphanage in 
Tijuana Mexico. 

Please remember the many people who struggle 
with food security in our area. If we all picked up 
one extra item at the grocery story each time we 
went we would be able to fill our bins every month. 

Coming Soon! Mark Your Calendars 
Upcoming Events in the Next Few 

Months 
 

Sunday December 21 — Youth Christmas Play 

Sunday January 25—5pm: Kick-off Event/Dinner 
for FOCUS (Fellowship of Orthodox Christians 
United in Service) in San Diego. 

February 8 — Annual Parish Meeting 

February 14-15 — Archpastoral Visit of His 
Grace Bishop Vasily & Young Adult Summit Par-
ticipants 

February 23 — Beginning of Great Lent 

Annual Parish Christmas Card 
 

As we have been announcing we are putting to-
gether the annual Christmas card for and from our 
parish.  

If you would like your names included on the card 
please speak to John Klavzar. 

The suggested donation is $15 a line. 

Auxiliary Baking/Cooking Days 
 

The Auxiliary is now preparing for our Christmas 
Bake Sale (see the menu/flyer at the back of the 
bulletin to put in your order).  
Below are the days they will be cooking/baking. 
 
 Mon Dec 15 
 
They will be assembling orders on Friday Dec 19 
 
Help out however you can. See Tanya, Linda, 
Phyllis or Pat. 



Parish Life 

2026 Pledge Forms 
We Need Them NOW 

 

It is the time of the year when we look to the next 
year and plan for our parish’s life including 
ministry groups as well as our budget. 
 

Pledge forms were distributed a few weeks ago. 
They are available in narthex of the church and in 
the church hall.  
 

Please submit your forms today 

e 

Pray for our Catechumen 
 

We have a  group of people who have gone 
from inquiring about the Holy Orthodox Christian 
Faith to actively pursuing reception into the 
Church. 

Please pray for them on this next stage of their 
journey of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ! 

For a list of our current catechumen see our 
prayer list.  

Ministry Directory 
 

Below are the people who coordinate various 
ministries in our parish. Feel free to contact them to 
find out how to offer your God-given time and 
talents to the life of our community. 

Adult Ed — Fr Michael  

Altar Servers—Subdeacon Ken Telles 

Auxiliary President — Tanya Franchak 

Bookstore — Evan Keeling 

Candle Stand — Gene Francello 

Choir—Carole Shumaik 

Church School — Bill Moision 

Counters — Fr Michael 

Crafty Creators — Melissa Palumbo 

Diamond Circle Seniors — Jim & Patty Pelachik 

Electric Church Sign Messages—John Thayer 

Fellowship/Coffee Hour — Lilliane Coyle 

Flowers/Decorating—Diane Worth  

Greeters — Valerie Lane 

Handmaidens — Sally Menig & Desiree Geralt 

Koliva — Fr Michael  

Parish Council Vice-President—Vince Palumbo 

Prosphora — Fr Michael  

Readers at Divine Liturgy—Bill Moision 

Security Committee — Parish Council 

Scrip Sales—Erik Worth 

Social Media —Iryna Thayer 

Sunday Commemoration Loaves— Fr Michael 

Consider taking part and helping this group make 
St John’s the wonderful lively parish it is. For 
information on how to contact any of the above 
please speak with Fr Michael. 

Dec Ministry Module Discussion 
Sunday Dec 14 

 

Our next community presenatation and discussion 
about aspects of Church Life will be next Sunday. 
 
We will begin the presentation at fellowship once 
everyone has their food.  
 
Please come prepared to stay for the participation 
and contribute to the discussion. 



 Today’s Worship — Hymns   

TROPARIA 
     

Resurrection — Tone 2 
When You descended to death, O Life 
Immortal, 
You slew hell with the splendor of Your 
Godhead. 
And when from the depths You raised the 
dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out:// 
“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!”  
 

Forefathers —Tone 2 
Through faith You justified the Forefathers,  
betrothing through them the Church of the 
gentiles.  
These saints exult in glory,  
for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit:  
she who bore You without seed.//  
So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy 
on us! 
 

KONTAKIA 
  

Forefathers — Tone 6 
You did not worship the graven image, 
O thrice-blessed ones, 
but armed with the immaterial Essence of God, 
you were glorified in a trial by fire. 
From the midst of unbearable flames you called 
on God, crying: 
“Hasten, O compassionate One!  
Speedily come to our aid,// 
for You are merciful and able to do as You will!”   
 

 

PROKEIMENON 
  

Tone 4 (Song of the Fathers) — Blessed are You, O Lord God of our 
fathers, and praised and glorified is Your name forever!  
(Song of the three Holy Children, v. 3) 
  

 v: For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4) 



 

Today’s Worship — Scripture Readings 

ALLELUIA 
 

V. Moses and Aaron were among His priests; Samuel also was among those 
who called on His Name. (Ps. 98:6) 
 

V. They called to the Lord and He answered them. (Ps. 98:6) 

Epistle — Col 3:4-11 
4 When Christ who is our life appears, then 
you also will appear with Him in glory.  
5 Therefore put to death your members which 
are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath 
of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once 
walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you 
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 
since you have put off the old man with his 
deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of Him who created him, 11 where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor 
free, but Christ is all and in all. 

Gospel — Luke 14:16-24 
 16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a 
great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his 
servant at supper time to say to those who 
were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now 
ready.’ 18 But they all with one accord began to 
make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must go and 
see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19 And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I am going to test them. I ask you to have 
me excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 
21 So that servant came and reported these 
things to his master. Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in here the poor and the 
maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the 
servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you 
commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then 
the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled. 24 ‘For I 
say to you that none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my supper.’” 



Our Life in Christ   

 



 Our Life in Christ 

  

I am pleased to share that our Diocese is convening an inaugural summit for young adults aged 18-30 
in San Diego, CA from February 13 to 15, 2026. 

At this point you may already be asking yourself a few questions, such as: 
Why should I go?  

This is an opportunity to create community with other young adults of our Diocese and to deepen our 
Orthodox Christian spiritual practices. 

Who will be there?  

Beyond other serious, committed Orthodox young adults such as yourself, our Hierarch, Bishop Va-
sily, our Chancellor, Fr. Kirill Sokolov, other diocesan leaders, and staff from the CrossRoad Institute 
will be in residence at the summit. 

What are we going to be doing at this Summit? What is the cost to attend? 

Through group discussion and brief talks led by special guests, we will address the Christian vocation 
and how to better live out our faith as young adults in an isolating world. We will put this into practice 
by partaking in fellowship with each other (beach outing, weather permitting!), engaging in a service 
project with a local charitable organization, and praying together throughout the weekend.  
Aside from making travel arrangements to San Diego and hotel fees, the Diocese is asking for a small 
$100 registration fee to help offset the cost of meals.  
 



ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS CHURCH + THE DIOCESE OF THE WEST + THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Many Years! 
 

Birthday   
Philip Kedroff          12/18 
Irene Stone          12/19 

Vera Klavzar, Abigail Lorelli        12/20 

The following are services & parish events IN ADDITION to the usual weekend services (Sat 6pm & Sun 8:30am). 

PARISH CONTACT INFO: 
Church: 16903 Espola Rd Poway  — Mailing Address: PO Box 28291 San Diego, CA 92198 

Web: www.stjohnofdamascus.org 
Email: info@stjohnofdamascus.org  — Phone: (858) 674-1931 

 

Priest: V. Rev. Michael Anderson, Rector 
Email: powaypadre@stjohnofdamascus.org — Phone: (858) 717-2172 

Attached Clergy: V. Rev. Alexander Federoff, Retired, Rev. John Robinson, Retired &  
Pdn. George Shumaik 

For more dates & links please visit our website: www.stjohnofdamascus.org/calendar 

Friday — Dec 19 
Set-up for Bake Sale & Assemble Orders 
11:00am—Sacrament of Confession 
4:00pm — Sacrament of Confession 
6:00pm — Sacrament of Confession 

Saturday — Dec 20 
11am– 2pm — Christmas Bake Sale 

Sunday — Dec 21 
After Divine Liturgy — Church School Christmas Play 

 

Sunday — Dec 14 
After Fellowship — Ministry Module  

Monday—Dec 15 
9:00am-12:00pm — Auxiliary Baking Day 
7:00pm — Orthodox Christianity 101  

Tuesday — Dec 16 
5:30pm — Parish Council Meeting 

7:00pm — Catechism  

Wednesday — Dec 17 
10:30am — Father’s Cafe 

7:00pm — Adult Ed: The Prophets Proclaimed You… 


