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THE IMAGE... 

29TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  - TONE 4 
SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY 

RIGHTEOUS JAMES THE BROTHER OF THE 
LORD, JOSEPH THE BETROTHED &  

DAVIID THE KING 
 

+ 

Welcome! 

...to all who have gathered to follow  
Jesus Christ and manifest the Kingdom of 

God in the Liturgy of His Church.  

If this is your first time with us, give us a 
chance to get to know you.  

Please join us for our fellowship meal 
following the service 

 

+ 

 

A Word... 
“He was God and was made Man, not 
negating His Divinity: He was not made 
God, since He was always such by His 
very Nature, but He was made flesh, so 
that He be visible to everything corporeal.  

St. Gregory Thaumatourgos     

 
 

+ 
 
 
 

Include Something in the Bulletin or  
Receive our Weekly Parish E-mails 
E-mail info@stjohnofdamascus.org  

with your request. 

December 28, 2025 

www.stjohnofdamascus.org 
Publication of St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church, Poway, CA  

(Jn 12:45 & 14:9; Heb 1:3; Col 1:15) 

Magnify, O my soul,  
the most-pure Virgin Theotokos,  
more honorable and more glorious  
than the heavenly hosts. 
I behold a strange, most glorious mystery:  
heaven—the cave;  
the cherubic throne—the Virgin;  
the manger—the place where Christ lay 
—the uncontainable God,  
Whom we magnify in song. 



 

Parish Life 

Ministry Directory 
 

Below are the people who coordinate various 
ministries in our parish. Feel free to contact them to 
find out how to offer your God-given time and 
talents to the life of our community. 

Adult Ed — Fr Michael  

Altar Servers—Subdeacon Ken Telles 

Auxiliary President — Tanya Franchak 

Bookstore — Evan Keeling 

Candle Stand — Gene Francello 

Choir—Carole Shumaik 

Church School — Bill Moision 

Counters — Fr Michael 

Crafty Creators — Melissa Palumbo 

Diamond Circle Seniors — Jim & Patty Pelachik 

Electric Church Sign Messages—John Thayer 

Fellowship/Coffee Hour — Lilliane Coyle 

Flowers/Decorating—Diane Worth  

Greeters — Valerie Lane 

Handmaidens — Sally Menig & Desiree Geralt 

Koliva — Fr Michael  

Parish Council Vice-President—Vince Palumbo 

Prosphora — Fr Michael  

Readers at Divine Liturgy—Bill Moision 

Security Committee — Parish Council 

Scrip Sales—Erik Worth 

Social Media —Iryna Thayer 

Sunday Commemoration Loaves— Fr Michael 

Consider taking part and helping this group make 
St John’s the wonderful lively parish it is. For 
information on how to contact any of the above 
please speak with Fr Michael. 

Keep Informed:  
Receive Weekly E-mails  

About Parish Life 
 

We are an active community with a lot going on. 
These days it is especially helpful to keep up to 
date on things taking place in our parish. 

We have an email group 
“News@stjohnofdamascus.org 

It is all those who are interested in the activities of 
St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church. Members 
receive periodic notifications of special events, 
parish meetings and weekly newsletters. 

To be included E-mail  
info@stjohnofdamascus.org 

Food Collection 
 

Our parish collects food for the San Diego Food 
Bank as well as for St Innocent’s Orphanage in 
Tijuana Mexico. 

Please remember the many people who struggle 
with food security in our area. If we all picked up 
one extra item at the grocery story each time we 
went we would be able to fill our bins every month. 

Bake Sale—Thank You Auxiliary & 
Helpers! 

 

Yesterday we held our annual pre-Christmas Bake 
Sale. It was a wonderful day to open our doors to 
our neighbors and long-time friends to offer a little 
holiday joy in some sweets as well as 
conversation. We had a number of people come 
into the church to view it, ask questions, pray and 
light candles.  
Thank you to our bakers and helpers! 
If you have an order please pick it up today. We 
do have some unsold items for those interested. 



Parish Life 

2026 Pledge Forms 
We Need Them NOW 

 

It is the time of the year when we look to the next 
year and plan for our parish’s life including 
ministry groups as well as our budget. 
 

Pledge forms were distributed a few weeks ago. 
They are available in narthex of the church and in 
the church hall.  
 

Please submit your forms TODAY 

e 

Dates for 2026 
 
 

MOVABLE FEASTS 
Pascha  April 12 
Ascension  May 29 
Pentecost  June 9 
 
FASTS  
Meatfare  Feb 16-21 
Great Lent  Feb 23—April 12 
Holy Week  April 5—10 
Apostles Fast  June 8—28 
Dormition Fast  August 1-14 
Nativity Fast/Advent Nov 15-Dec 24 
 
FAST-FREE WEEKS 
Publican & Pharisee Feb 1-7 
Bright Week  April 12-18 
After Pentecost June 9-14 
After Christmas Dec 25-Jan 4 

Monthly Collections  
 

St John’s is committed to support our OCA 
seminaries who train our future priests & leaders 
as well as the needs of so many who lack basic 
things like food, shelter, etc. : 

 2nd Sunday of each Month—Seminarians 

 3rd Sunday of each Month—Charities (local 
needs, IOCC, Project Mexico, etc.) 

The basket will be placed out for the veneration of 
the cross at the end of Liturgy.  

Please plan on contributing as you can. 

Coming Soon! Mark Your Calendars 
Upcoming Events in the Next Few 

Months 
 

Sunday December 21 — Youth Christmas Play 

Sunday January 25—5pm: Kick-off Event/Dinner 
for FOCUS (Fellowship of Orthodox Christians 
United in Service) in San Diego. 

February 8 — Annual Parish Meeting 

February 14-15 — Archpastoral Visit of His 
Grace Bishop Vasily & Young Adult Summit Par-
ticipants 

February 23 — Beginning of Great Lent 

Additional Parking Available 
 

People have been sharing that our church is 
growing so much that folks are having trouble 

finding parking spots at times. 

We do have an agreement with the Lutheran 
Church next door to be able to use the BACK 

parking lot if need be.  

If you have questions about where it is please 
see Fr Michael or one of the Parish Council mem-

bers. 



 Today’s Worship — Epistle Reading   

ALLELUIA 
 

Tone 4 — V. Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth!  
(Ps. 44:3b)   

 

V. For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity. (Ps. 44:6) 
 

Tone 4 -- V. Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness! (Ps. 131:1) 

TROPARIA 
     

Resurrection — Tone 4 
When the women Disciples of the Lord 
learned from the Angel the joyous message of 
the Resurrection, 
they cast away the ancestral curse 
and elatedly told the Apostles: 
“Death is overthrown! 
Christ God is risen,// 
granting the world great mercy!” 
 

Feast — Tone 4 
Your Nativity, O Christ our God,  
has shone to the world the light of wisdom!  
For by it, those who worshipped the stars,  
were taught by a star to adore You,  
the Sun of righteousness,  
and to know You, the Orient from on high.//  
O Lord, glory to You!        
 

Righteous Ones — Tone 2 
Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, 
to David, the ancestor of God; 
you saw a Virgin great with child; 
you gave glory with the shepherds; 
you worshipped with the Magi; 
you received the news from the Angel. 
Pray to Christ God to save our souls! 

KONTAKIA 
  

Righteous Ones — Tone 3 
Today godly David is filled with joy; 
Joseph and James offer praise. 
The glorious crown of their kinship with Christ 
fills them with great joy. 
They sing praises to the One ineffably born on 
earth, 
and they cry out: “O Compassionate One, 
save those who honor You!” 
  

Feast — Tone 3 
Today the Virgin gives birth to the 
Transcendent One, 
and the earth offers a cave to the 
Unapproachable One. 
Angels with shepherds glorify Him; 
the Wise Men journey with the star,// 
since for our sake the eternal God was born 
as a little Child! 

PROKEIMENA 
  

 Tone 4 (Resurrection) — O Lord, how manifold are Your works; in wisdom have You made 
them all. (Ps 103/104:24) 
  

 v: Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, You are very great! (Ps 103/104:1) 
    

 Tone 4 (Righteous Ones) — God is wonderful in His saints, the God of Israel. (Ps 67/68:35) 



 

Today’s Worship — Gospel Reading 

Epistle — Gal 1:11-19 
11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the 
gospel which was preached by me is not ac-
cording to man. 12 For I neither received it from 
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have 
heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I 
persecuted the church of God beyond meas-
ure and tried to destroy it. 14 And I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries 
in my own nation, being more exceedingly 
zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But 
when it pleased God, who separated me from 
my mother’s womb and called me through His 
grace, 16 to reveal His Son in me, that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not im-
mediately confer with flesh and blood, 17 nor 
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and 
returned again to Damascus. 18 Then after 
three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Pe-
ter, and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But 
I saw none of the other apostles except 
James, the Lord’s brother. 

 

Gospel — Matt 2:13-23 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child 
and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 
until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the 
young Child to destroy Him.” 14 When he 
arose, he took the young Child and His mother 
by night and departed for Egypt, 15 and was 
there until the death of Herod, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My 
Son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly 
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all 
the male children who were in Bethlehem and 
in all its districts, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had ascer-
tained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled 
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying: 18 A voice was heard in Ramah, Lam-
entation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her children, Refusing to be com-
forted, Because they are no more.” 19 Now 
when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the young Child’s life are dead.” 21 

Then he arose, took the young Child and His 
mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning 
over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And being warned by God in 
a dream, he turned aside into the region of 
Galilee. 23 And he came and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be 
called a Nazarene.” 



Our Life in Christ   

 



 Our Life in Christ 

  

I am pleased to share that our Diocese is convening an inaugural summit for young adults aged 18-30 
in San Diego, CA from February 13 to 15, 2026. 

At this point you may already be asking yourself a few questions, such as: 
Why should I go?  

This is an opportunity to create community with other young adults of our Diocese and to deepen our 
Orthodox Christian spiritual practices. 

Who will be there?  

Beyond other serious, committed Orthodox young adults such as yourself, our Hierarch, Bishop Va-
sily, our Chancellor, Fr. Kirill Sokolov, other diocesan leaders, and staff from the CrossRoad Institute 
will be in residence at the summit. 

What are we going to be doing at this Summit? What is the cost to attend? 

Through group discussion and brief talks led by special guests, we will address the Christian vocation 
and how to better live out our faith as young adults in an isolating world. We will put this into practice 
by partaking in fellowship with each other (beach outing, weather permitting!), engaging in a service 
project with a local charitable organization, and praying together throughout the weekend.  
Aside from making travel arrangements to San Diego and hotel fees, the Diocese is asking for a small 
$100 registration fee to help offset the cost of meals.  
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Many Years! 
 

Other 
Newly sealed Nathan Doerfler 

 

Name Day 
Caitlin (Juliana) Gannon, Jaclyn (Juliana) Walko  1/2 

 

Birthday   
Dakota (Gabriel) Walko, Nathan Jones    12/28 
Debra Anne Sependa, Elisabeth Koroleva    1/1 

 

Wedding Anniversary  
Tanya & Dale (Michael) Franchak (50th!), George & Tania Minakov    12/28 

The following are services & parish events IN ADDITION to the usual weekend services (Sat 6pm & Sun 8:30am). 

PARISH CONTACT INFO: 
Church: 16903 Espola Rd Poway  — Mailing Address: PO Box 28291 San Diego, CA 92198 

Web: www.stjohnofdamascus.org 
Email: info@stjohnofdamascus.org  — Phone: (858) 674-1931 

 

Priest: V. Rev. Michael Anderson, Rector 
Email: powaypadre@stjohnofdamascus.org — Phone: (858) 717-2172 

Attached Clergy: V. Rev. Alexander Federoff, Retired, Rev. John Robinson, Retired &  
Pdn. George Shumaik 

For more dates & links please visit our website: www.stjohnofdamascus.org/calendar 

Wednesday January 7 
10:30am — Fatheer’s Café 

7:00pm — Adult Ed: Topic TBD 

Monday January 12 
7:00pm — Orthodox Christianity 101  

Tuesday January 13 
7:00pm — Orthodox Cateechism  

Wednesday January 14 
10:30am — Father’s Café 

7:00pm — Adult Ed: Topic TBD 

Tuesday December 30 
11:00am — Diamond Circle Christmas Party  

at home of Erik & Diane Worth 
7:00pm — Orthodox Catechism 

Monday January 5 
9:00am — Royal Hours for Theophany 
6:00pm — Vigil for Holy Theophany 

Tuesday January 6—Theophany 
8:30am — Hours, Festal Divine Liturgy & Great Blessing of Water  


