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The feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the celebration of the fact that all men are “highly exalted” in the
blessedness of the victorious Christ, and that this high exaltation has already been accomplished in Mary the Theotokos.
The feast of the Dormition is the sign, the guarantee, and the celebration that Mary’s fate is, the destiny of all those of
“low estate” whose souls magnify the Lord, whose spirits rejoice in God the Saviour, whose lives are totally dedicated to
hearing and keeping the Word of God which is given to men in Mary’s child, the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.

Finally it must be stressed that, in all of the feasts of the Virgin Mother of God in the Church, the Orthodox Christians
celebrate facts of their own lives in Christ and the Holy Spirit. What happens to Mary happens to all who imitate her holy
life of humility, obedience, and love. With her all people will be “blessed” to be “more honorable than the cherubim
and beyond compare more glorious than the seraphim” if they follow her example. All will have Christ born in them by
the Holy Spirit. All will become temples of the living God. All will share in the eternal life of His Kingdom who live the
life that Mary lived.

In this sense everything that is praised and glorified in Mary is a sign of what is offered to all persons in the life of the
Church. It is for this reason that Mary, with the divine child Jesus within her, is called in the Orthodox Tradition the Image
of the Church. For the assembly of the saved is those in whom Christ dwells.

It is the custom in some churches to bless flowers on the feast of the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos.



